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considerations that into the selection 

adoption home, the manner which child 
and his background are presented foster family, 
and the agency’s activity during the period between 
placement and legal adoption, can brought out 
most readily examine the steps taken 
actual situation. have se- 
lected for thisstudy brother 
and sister whose placement 
presented number diffi- 
culties for our agency, but 
who were happily absorbed 
last into adoption fam- 
ily. 


The Children’s Problem 


Here was our problem 
placing these two children, 
who had been under our care 
more than year. the 
first place, Phyllis was six 
years old and Reggie four, 
and the proportion adop- 
tive applicants seeking even 
one child these ages was 
comparatively small. The 
number families who might even consider taking 
two such children together was smaller still; and 
had found that although the children did not get 
along smoothly together, they needed each other. 
Their personalities were entirely different, and hand- 
ling them called for two almost opposite methods. 
Each presented problems that would tax the re- 
sources and endurance any foster parents. The 
children’s mother was State Institution for mental 
defectives; their father was elderly, quite mediocre 
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person. The children themselves were just average 
intelligence; furthermore, both had physical prob- 
lem heart murmur), which had already caused one 
family decide against adopting them. 

the same time there were some positive elements 
this situation. Both children were very attractive, 
with winning smiles. Reggie 
wasacolorful youngster with 
very fair hairand dark brown 
sparkling eyes. Phyllis was 
more subdued both ap- 
pearance 
having medium brown hair 
wavy bob, and hazel 
eyes with long curling lashes. 
Despite the children’s heart 
murmurs, their 
health was good. Members 
their family other than the 
mother were all normal in- 
telligence, far could 
learn. The need 
brother and sister for per- 
manent home was real and 
deep, and believed they 
were accepting the idea 
adoptive parents. They had seen another child 
their boarding home joyfully meet his new 
adoptive family and had been told that some day 
they would have similar experience. 

searched amongst the applications had, 
rejected great many adoptive applicants 
parents for these children with scarcely thought, 
because they wanted definitely only girls, 
younger children, one child only; they lived too 
close the children’s relatives, they would de- 
mand too much and Reggie intellect- 
ually. 


GREAT 
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The Parents’ Qualifications 

The first day Mr. and Mrs. Dearborn came us, 
the worker who saw them thought them once 
possible parents for Phyllis and Reggie. soon 
the Dearborn’s home had been studied and approved, 
Mrs. (who studied the home) and Miss (the 
children’s worker) consulted together and agreed 
that this home was well worth trying for Phyllis and 
Reggie. The Dearborns’ spontaneously expressed 
interest was boy, two boys boy and girl, 
about the ages these children; the family lived 
neighborhood entirely removed from any the 
children’s own relatives; and the systems trans- 
portation made accidental meeting (between 
Phyllis and her father, for example), unlikely the 
extreme. Nor would the children where they 
might ever hear their own mother referred dis- 
paragingly. There would some similarity ap- 
pearance between the children and the Dearborns, 
for though Mr. Dearborn was fair 
Mrs. Dearborn had the brown sparkling eyes 
Reggie, and her hair was somewhat the color 
Phyllis’. The children and the prospective parents 
were all similar American background. Then, too, 
the community setting seemed one into which the 
children could fit without strain; and the home, while 
comfortable, was furnished plainly enough that the 
romping two strenuous youngsters need not cause 
damage. The family’s own education was moderate. 
They felt frustration from this fact, and they 
seemed feel sincerely that child’s career and voca- 
tional training should depend primarily that 
which was himself adapted. The Dearborns were 
cheerful, wholesome people, with health and physical 
energy. They seemed relaxed and jolly, and kept 
themselves surrounded children. Mr. Dearborn’s 
position instructor the new personnel 
Defense Plant brought him into contact with young 
people who were having make adjustments 
new situation, and seemed have sympathetic 
understanding their needs, and appreciation 
the differences between personalities. The Dearborns 
had not expressed fears restrictions regard 
the health problems foster child regard 
possible negative factors the child’s background. 
They seemed vitally related children such, 
that one would expect child mean more them 
than his circumstances. During the home study, they 
had taken active part our discussion the 
symptoms shown deprived children, and had re- 
lated what said their own experiences early 
life, their observations experiences children. 

felt that the Dearborns had intelligence with- 
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out intellectuality; strength without rigidity; very 
secure and happy marriage relationship; and life 
based comfortably their own home yet well related 
their own community. Their references gave 
warm expressions confidence them foster 
parents. seeking child for adoption, this family 
was not trying carry out duty society, 
fulfill unattained ambitions its own. The 
borns seemed want child enjoy, was shown 
Mr. Dearborn’s saying that wanted boy 
camping and fishing with him. 

essential factor our decision was the good 
relationship between the Dearborns and the 
From the beginning they had enjoyed their discus- 
sions with us, taken active part, and looked for- 
ward our supervision and help when child should 
placed with them. 


Preparation for Placement 


After the consultation between Miss and 
K., Mrs. spent some time observing Phyllis and 
Reggie the agency’s office and getting somewhat 
acquainted. She said nothing the children about 
the Dearborns, but her own opinion that they might 
well together was strengthened. 

thought over how tell the Dearborns 
about Phyllis and Reggie, felt that written sum- 
mary would not do, because the children’s back- 
ground and the complexity their personalities and 
problems. The Dearborns certainly needed able 
discuss these thoroughly and give careful 
thought them. knew well what big task the 
family would assuming they took this brother 
and sister, and wished sure that they went 
into with their eyes open and with real acceptance 
the job, they undertook all. Also, the 
family had any anxiety with respect the mother 
and her mental limitations, wished hand 
give interpretation which might reassuring, 
help them decide against the children entirely 
they felt too much anxiety. Acordingly wrote 
letter the Dearborns, merely telling them the 
children’s names ages and the fact that had 
thought adoption possible, and suggesting that 
the family come the agency office hear more 
about the children. 

The Dearborns came in, excited and eager, talk 
with the worker, Mrs. K., who described the chil- 
dren’s appearance them and told them Phyllis’ 
quiet charm and Reggie’s aggressive tendencies. The 
competition between the two children was empha- 
sized and interpreted. Then Mrs. proceeded with 
account the background, course giving 
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data. The mother was described 
rather attractive person her thirties whose intelli- 
gence was definitely below normal and who had 
gotten only the fourth grade school. was 
explained that she had always been immature, and 
that was necessary for her eventually enter 
State school for protective care and training. Mrs. 
said that all the other members the mother’s fam- 
ily were normal intelligence and got along normally 
well their own community. The father was de- 
scribed older than the mother thirty vears, 
large, strong man who was farmhand, and had 
always been well liked his employers and his com- 
munity. The Dearborns were also told that had 
been careful watching Phyllis’ and Reggie’s intel- 
development; that both had 
logical examinations and had tested the average 
group. Mrs. gave the Dearborns the children’s 
health history, mentioned their functional heart mur- 
murs, and reported that the specialist had concluded 
that these were not serious and could ignored 
daily life. she gave the information, Mrs. en- 
couraged the Dearborns ask questions, which they 
did intelligently. Mrs. notes that she herself felt 
comfortable about giving the information, and that 
she felt that the family were taking realistically 
and accepting it. The family thought that later 
years, perhaps the time marriage, Reggie and 
Phyllis might want come back the agency 
talk about their own family, and that would 
good they could this. 

After the discussion about the children’s family 
history, their worker joined the interview give the 
Dearborns more idea the children’s own per- 
sonalities. She told about Phyllis’ stealing episodes 
and how these had been handled the agency, and 
about the different treatments the children required. 
The more the Dearborns heard, the more interested 
they became, and they were pleased with the sugges- 
tion that they take the youngsters out for little 
excursion and lunch that same day. cautioned the 
family not commit themselves with the children 
once, but take least overnight think the thing 
over. Then discussed how quickly things might 
move the Dearborns were interested, and Miss 
mentioned Phyllis’ and Reggie’s probable anxiety 
there were prolonged wait. 

the meantime the children had been brought 
into the office, and Miss went tell them that 
some friends hers were the office, who wished 
take some children lunch, and that Miss had 
thought them. Naturally Phyllis and Reggie were 
pleased the attention. When they were introduced, 
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the Dearborns immediately invited them have 
lunch and take ferry ride. This excursion, which 
was about two and half hours duration, meant 
great deal the Dearborns and Phyllis and 
Reggie. They all returned from full enthusiasm, 
the children pouring out all their adventures 
Miss C., and the Dearborns having much tell 
Mrs. The Dearborns found themselves liking both 
the children very much, and they were sensitive 
the children’s reactions them. They realized that 
Phyllis, for example, obviously was making effort 
learn whether Mrs. Dearborn might mother 
for her, when she cautiously asked, first, she were 
then she were something else. The 
Dearborns related that the children had been 
anxious imitate them that they had tried eat 
right handed, although both were naturally left 
handed. Mr. and Mrs. Dearborn were pleasantly im- 
pressed the alertness shown the children’s com- 
ments and questions. 


Placement the Adoptive Home 


The next day Mrs. Dearborn telephoned that they 
wanted the children. The following day was set for 
the actual placement, since then Mr. Dearborn would 
able come with his wife get them. 

the day Mrs. Dearborn’s telephone call, the 
children were brought for their discharge physical 
examinations. Miss took them aside and told them 
that the Dearborns with whom they went out 
lunch were looking for little boy and girl and were 
wondering Phyllis and Reggie would like 
their children and and live with them. Phyllis 
looked the worker, seemed considering, and 
then asked, are they coming for us?” Reggie’s 
reaction was the same. They ran out tell their 
boarding mother about and when Mrs. came 
by, they told her too. Miss explained the chil- 
dren that Mrs. would come see them when they 
had gone live with the Dearborns, leaving the 
office for the day, Phyllis quite spontaneously kissed 
Mrs. goodbye and Reggie followed suit. 

the morning the placement, Phyllis and 
Reggie arrived full exuberance. They were clearly 
aware what was happening, and, indeed, had told 
the boarding mother that they need not obey her any 
longer, they now had new mother! They helped 
Miss sort and pack the belongings they were 
taking with them, and this activity the direction 
the Dearborns gave them pleasure. the same 
time certainly was allowable for the children 
have little negative feeling about complete 
change. This may have been responsible for the al- 
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most feverish quality their excitement, and for 
Reggie’s mischievously locking the door the chil- 
dren’s lavatory. 

When the Dearborns came, Mrs. saw them 
first, order refresh their minds regarding the 
difficulties they were likely meet with the children, 
and arrange visit them within week talk 
over the developments after the children were actu- 
ally the home. The Dearborns then came the 
part the office where the two were waiting. Phyllis 
and Reggie rushed out greet them and Mr. and 
Mrs. Dearborn invited the children warmly come 
home and their little boy and girl. Both quickly 
accepted, and picked their packages depart. 
the end Phyllis hesitated, and said she had and 
sharpen pencil; while she was doing this, Mrs. 
talked briefly with the Dearborns about the fact that 
the agency office apparently meant something the 
children. Mrs. Dearborn was already aware this 
from comments the children had made when taken 
lunch. this small episode, the Dearborns’ 
attitude during the whole placement, the new parents 
showed readiness let the children proceed 
their own pace. 


The Worker’s Supervision 


Mrs. first supervisory visit the family was 
made five days after placement. the course the 
following year she made five more visits the home, 
and once Reggie and Phyllis came visit the 
agency office. From the start, Mrs. found the 
foster parents apparently well control the situa- 
tion and full interest their adventure. was 
obvious first that the foster mother was under 
strain, but time went the whole family grad- 
ually relaxed and began ease the relation- 
ship. 

The Dearborns’ approach the problem assimi- 
lating the children showed planning and imagination. 
For example, Mrs. Dearborn had realized that she 
would exhausted for while, and had arranged 
let certain details the housekeeping Then, 
Reggie and Phyllis arrived their new home, movies 
were taken the foster parents bringing them the 
steps, that the event their arrival could re- 
celebrated the future. the children had his 
own room, with similar beds and wardrobe chests. 
They were very proud these chests. regular 
routine was instituted whereby Phyllis and Reggie 
played out-of-doors until five o’clock, then had their 
bath, dinner their pajamas, short period play 
with the foster father, and went bed. 

The parents’ attitude toward the children was un- 
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doubtedly basic cause the children’s good 
ment this home. The Dearborns were constantly 
and thoroughly accepting the children, even when 
they were obliged disapprove misbehavior. They 
managed be, the whole, firm, consistent, and 
quite impartial, yet always ready respond with 
warm affection when the children needed it. The 
Dearborns were aware that gentle, sensitive Phyllis 
needed encouragement and buoying up, and that 
Reggie needed matter-of-fact help learning con- 
trol his destructive and aggressive impulses. Early 
the period supervision, some the difficulties for 
which the agency had prepared the family began 
appear, but the family were ready meet these 
ways that would help Reggie and Phyllis themselves 
take more responsibility for their actions. 
sure, not all problems were cleared up, for Reggie 
persisted being slow eater and sometimes vomit- 
ing his food, and may have been that the Dear- 
borns had little more determination than was desir- 
able their approach this problem; but still they 
did not worry about it, nor did they seem all 
disturbed they consulted Mrs. about Phyllis’ 
reading difficulty school, which 
They appreciated Phyllis’ conscientious application 
her school work, and talked with Mrs. about 
the possibility some special help for the reading 
their general behavior Phyllis and 
Reggie continued “have their moments,” but 
the whole very real progress was made. 

There was progress, too, the children’s putting 
down their roots both the home and the com- 
munity. first they evidently felt their way some- 
what, and were testing the quality the Dearborns’ 
acceptance them. They tried little experimenta- 
tion, too, their own freedom reject the foster 
family. Soon after their arrival, each child had 
night episode. Reggie fell out his bed, and Phyllis 
was sick bed. Each called for the foster mother, 
and seemed relieved and pleased when she came and 
took charge. Mrs. K., making her visits, nearly 
always managed see each child apart from the 
foster mother well with her, and always found 
them obviously very well and happy. Yet Mrs. Dear- 
born related that one day when Reggie was being 
punished angrily told her didn’t like there 
but wanted come back the agency. Mrs. Dear- 
born told him that was what wanted, was 
“O.K. with Several minutes later threw his 
arms around her and told her was kidding.” 
Reggie’s birthday was made the occasion for him 
the delighted host the neighborhood, while 
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State’s Responsibility For Its Children 


REEVES 


(Based informal discussion with staff State 
Department Public Welfare, Montgomery, Alabama, 
and later reported for WELFARE, 
February 1945.) 


national agency concerned with standards 
service and adequacy programs the child 
welfare field, the Child Welfare League America, 
Inc. has long been interested programs child 
welfare under public and under private auspices. 
appreciable group state welfare departments, 
their child welfare divisions, and local public agencies 
are within the accredited membership the Child 
Welfare League America. The State Department 
Public Welfare Alabama has long been one 
these. 

The points view expressed this paper are those 
held staff member the Child Welfare League 
America. Its board directors has not taken 
position all these questions, nor should 
presumed that the State Department Public 
Welfare Alabama shares ali opinions. There 
are some points which there room for differences 
opinion. 


Some Underlying Concepts 


The concept public welfare which subscribe 
includes the premise that public agency should 
carry ultimate responsibility for social well-being 
all, where any type help within social work skills 
needed from source outside the family. is, 
course, not question the public agency doing the 
whole job, but taking responsibility for seeing that 
necessary work done. Private agencies have very 
important work and very real place the 
total picture. 


This concept public welfare includes acceptance 
the principle that its service should not confined 
any one economic group. Just there state 
health department concerned with health problems 
affecting all citizens, and state department edu- 
cation dedicated serving educational needs, there 
should state department welfare concerned 
with social well-being all, not just economically 
disadvantaged persons. other words, the approach 
should positive one, with emphasis the state 


welfare department doing its part within its special 
field competency. some public welfare agencies 
division public assistance now being consid- 
ered family service division, showing the same 
positive emphasis the field family service 
are stressing the field child welfare. Payments 
public assistance aid, like payments for board 
children, are just parts the total treatment pro- 
gram needed some but not all who are served. 


Another important tenet seems obvious not 
need statement, but practice even some child wel- 
fare workers need reminded that child welfare 
and foster care are not synonymous. Special skills 
child welfare worker are frequently needed for in- 
dividualized and specialized service child his 
own home. rural areas, where there are seldom 
child guidance clinics, skilled case work child wel- 
fare workers local departments public welfare 
become increasingly important. 


The stronger state welfare departments this 
country are operating the basis that community 
planning and community organization constitute 
basic responsibility the state agency. many 
places state-wide public welfare agency the only 
community planning body with state-wide scope. 
responsibility the state welfare department 
see that needed job done rather than the 
whole job, community planning state-wide basis 
becomes major task. written into the statutes 
governing some state welfare departments that this 
part their function. other states, the wording 
the statute broad include allow inclusion 
this function without its being specifically named. 


considered basic many that direct service 
within social case work skills available from 
center near the person served possible. There 
have, accordingly, been developed, within the public 
welfare structure, county welfare units and, some 
places, town units. The unit needs large enough 
make feasible for skillful people employed. 
Where state operates other matters county 
basis, that system seems offer great advantages. 
Occasionally, two three rural counties can operate 
joint project the field child welfare health. 
some states there the feeling that for years 
come there must some direct case work the 
children’s field from central state office. how- 
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ever, frequently restricted certain types cases, 
perhaps adoption placements children need 
very specialized psychiatric medical service. 


Needs Every State 


Bearing mind the general concepts outlined 
above, there need, carrying out state’s re- 
sponsibility for its children, certain machinery. 
The exact nature that machinery may differ some- 
what according local situations, but believe that 
every state should have state department public 
welfare, whatever its name, within which there should 
division bureau child welfare. There should 
close coordination between that division child 
welfare and other divisions, as, for example, family 
service. There need, however, distinct unit 
within the state department public welfare where 
provision made for special child welfare skills and 
for seeing that those skills are available children 
need them. 

feeling that every such state division 
child welfare there should child welfare consul- 
tants. These are needed not only oper- 
ate within the state office, but give some service 
the field respect the child welfare program 
and child welfare planning. The relationship 
child welfare field staff central field staff 
state department public welfare subject that 
recelving increasing attention many states. 

Not only there the need every state state 
division child welfare and child welfare consultants 
that staff, but also case workers the local level 
(generally the county) who have special skills 
child welfare. 

general, effort should made secure for 
child welfare positions people with background 
professional education which included 
ments child welfare. are mindful, however, that 
in-service training program can invaluable 
supplementation formal, specialized, training 
child welfare and even perhaps the absence it. 
What really important the acquirement, the 
worker who render service children, special 
child welfare skills. Part this needed, specialized 
skill can come from doing the job over and over, pro- 
vided that skilled supervision (augmented definite 
in-service training, possible) assures the develop- 
ment the worker the job and the avoidance 
repeated mistakes. 

There should not state program and county 
programs, but comprehensive state-wide program, 
which the county has very important place. 
wisely conceived and executed state-wide program 
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allows, course, for individual differences between 
counties and encourages initiative local units, 


Details Program 


interest note how details program are 
being worked out states where there state de. 
partment public welfare with division child 
welfare, child welfare consultants the state staff 
that division and local workers with special child 
fare skills. most the states, the responsibility 
the state department public welfare respect 
institutions and agencies discharged staff mem- 
bers the state level. There growing tendency 
realize that this responsibility not met merely 
making annual visit and renewing, refusing 
renew, annual license. Gradually, service and 
educational approach has been taking the place 
legalistic one. Service through field consultation 
given these institutions and agencies and some 
states institutes are arranged and conducted. The 
state welfare department often gives active encour- 
agement and leadership state-wide groups insti- 
tutional workers, and state-wide conferences 
agency representatives interested particular prob. 
lems. 

second responsibility state for its children, 
often met directly state office with help from 
private agencies and perhaps from county child wel- 
fare workers, the responsibility adoption re- 
view. states having such statutory provision, the 
state division child welfare reviews all adoption 
cases before final action taken the court. There 
here involved social investigation made either 
worker the staff the state child welfare division 
or, its request, child welfare worker local 
welfare department private agency. com- 
mon practice for private agency asked sup- 
ply the necessary data when the child already 
known that agency many instances, the state 
welfare department retains the responsibility for sub- 
mitting the report the court. number states, 
the state welfare department itself places some chil- 
dren for adoption but does not grant this privilege 
its rural, county child welfare workers who are often 
less experienced. 

There renewed interest 1945 matters per- 
taining guardianship. Guardianship constitutes 
question unusual importance today when one con- 
siders all that involved world war. Without 
doubt, the number children needing legal guard- 
ian may expected increase. There are differing 
views how child may best protected 
guardian needed other than the immediate family. 
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Some few states still have large numbers children 
for whom the state welfare department carries guard- 
The trend, however, seems for guard- 
janship rest source nearer the child. own 
view that, where public guardianship needed, 
this should placed administrative rather 
than judicial agency. This would mean local 
department welfare (through its children’s divi- 
sion) assuming guardianship rather With 
such system practice there may, within given 
state, need state guardianship for the few. The 
trend for all other direct case work responsibilities 
placed more and more the local unit and less 
and less the state office. 

Besides state-wide work with institutions and agen- 
cies and various case work responsibilities, the state 
welfare department the state level has, actual 
practice various states, undertaken least two 
other functions. One has with community 
planning which has been greatly augmented plan- 
ning meet special wartime needs. The other 
educational program for the staff state and county 
units, including provision for educational leaves and 
in-service training, well good day day super- 
vision. 


Two Special Questions 


Among the many questions facing state depart- 
ments public welfare today, there are perhaps none 
arousing more interest, and which more attention 
being given, than these two: degree decentraliza- 
tion centralization, and degree specialization 
integration desired. respect the first, has 
already been indicated that many state welfare de- 
partments find desirable decentralize direct case 
work for children far the skills local child wel- 
fare workers permit. Since the number such work- 
ers likely much larger than the number 
workers the staff state division child wel- 
fare, there would difficulty, even higher salaries 
were available for local workers, secure ade- 
quate number skilled workers. Our own views 
would call for slowness decentralizing certain, few 
functions, service institutions and agencies, and 
discharge ultimate responsibility adoptions, 
whether placements for adoption made public 
agency, submitting report the court 
social investigation other adoptions. Certain func- 
tions, especially community planning, 
course carried both local workers and state 
workers, with the state workers giving guidance 
the local workers and carrying special responsibilities 
the field state-wide planning. 
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the second question, the degree specializa- 
tion needed, there even more difference opinion 
than respect decentralization. Unless the cur- 
ricula our schools social work are adapted 
training new type general practitioner with spe- 
cial skills several fields, would seem that degree 
specialization within the child welfare field were 
clearly needed. not that the task more 
difficult call for higher skills, but different 
task that the child welfare worker does than, for 
example, the public assistance worker. com- 
pletely integrated program with undifferentiated case 
loads, there would seem loss asking one the 
case workers with special training and experience 
child welfare give time determining eligibility 
requirements, which may have part the job 
the public assistance worker each case worker 
when the program completely integrated. the 
other hand, public assistance visitor may not have 
had, either training experience, opportunity 
acquire special skills such are involved home 
finding, foster home placement and supervision, 
and working through with the child his individual, 
personal problems. minimum the county 
level, seems reasonable set our goal that there 
some special workers, least special worker, 
possessing these specialized child welfare skills. This 
worker may may not have special skills other 
fields. Child welfare cases should handled 
worker with skills adequate for the job required. 
Sometimes local child weifare workers are recruited 
from public assistance staffs, but general there 
emphasis these workers having had specialized child 
welfare training experience, both, and onthe op- 
eration continuing in-service training program. 


Lois Wildy Talks Foster Parents 


“You foster parents have discovered much 
harder raise foster child than rear child 
your own. You receive children into your homes 
who have been deeply hurt, who have had tragic 
experiences their lives. some cases their develop- 
ment already well begun and when they come 
you, they already possess attitudes and habits. 
takes some these children long time overcome 
their fears, learn trust adult again. You 
sometimes must tolerate the visits natural parents, 
who may jealous you they see someone else 
doing what they know they should have done. You 
sometimes must accept the curiosity neighbors, 
their admiration, perhaps their gossip. You must 
learn understand the visits social worker 
your home, and learn how let her help you. 

“Yes, foster parents must made sturdy 


From Home Life for Children, Spring, 1945 
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Changes Impending Day Care 


obvious that certain dates ahead will 
mark changes the program day care for children. 
July 1945 our federal government will enter 
new fiscal year, day not yet known hostilities 
and war production will cease, another date the 
reconversion industry peacetime volume will 
realized. 

All who are concerned about the welfare children 
working mothers should give thought these 
dates and their significance the development 
facilities for day care. July the existing federal 
funds for nurseries now subsidized the Federal 
Works Agency will unavailable, and some changes 
employment women, with consequent changes 
the demand for day care, are sure follow the 
ending hostilities and the reconversion industry. 

The war has required the use hundreds centers 
which were unheard prior 1941; and thousands 
family homes, mostly without supervision and 
many commercial basis, have been utilized for 
day care. Whether the volume care under auspices 
independently provided increase decline, 
and whether the ratio one type care another 
learned lessons from our wartime blundering the 
day care children and will provide more completely 
and with better standards for the future. will re- 
quire some detailed study describe and weight 
objectively the errors have committed and should 
avoid, but many places where skill has been 
utilized the roots good practice may found and 
identified without formal study. hoped 
that American efficiency will allow quick adapta- 
tion the many day care programs which are 
seriously inadequate, and whose inadequacies recall 
the lopsidedness pre-war day nurseries and other 
day care facilities. seems impractical indeed re- 
turn pre-war patterns either community plan- 
ning the practice particular agency. 

One the most serious our wartime errors has 
been the provision federal funds for subsidy 
nursery programs, but the denial such funds for 
any support foster family day care. Since the latter 
type care obviously preferable for infants, the 
youngest our children receiving day care have 
remained almost entirely dependent upon what their 
own parents could pay for such care from their 
wages. Left themselves appears that parents 
generally have used foster family care and too gen- 
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erally without any the safeguards supervising 
agency. one knows how many women have 
ranged privately for the board their children, but 
even the partial list those known licensing 
authorities would make imposing total. the 
post-war provisions for day care, communities and 
the government should careful account for care 
foster families, especially for infants, quite fully 
provide suitable group care facilities. 

the Child Welfare League does its part such 
planning will bring together the thinking pro- 
fessional workers from three areas, education, health 
and social work. Much the lopsided planning 
wartime day care has been due the willingness 
even insistence one these professions work 
independently one both the others. Children 
cannot separated into three parts! profession 
alone strong enough account for all child’s 
needs. 

Federal authorities can much building more 
balanced program. Even federal subsidy should dis- 
appear after July 1945, federal agencies can wield 
deal influence. Without such activity 
their part the task can only partly accounted for, 


The League and Labor 


ganized labor the interests social welfare, the 
Child Welfare League within the past few months has 
made efforts toestablish relationships with representa- 
tives the American Federation Labor and the 
Congress Industrial Organizations. Miss Alice 
Dashiell the member the League’s desig- 
nated keep touch with those labor officials and 
representatives who are especially interested 
child welfare. 

The results number conferences with leaders 
the have been both stimulating and fruitful. 
becomes evident that the wishes use 
technical information regarding desirable standards 
service children which the League making 
available them. turn the National War 
Relief Committee—Community Services Division 
has put touch with interesting project 
develop pattern for conferences which social 
workers and labor representatives will participate. 

The details the first conference will soon an- 
nounced. The League supplying representa- 
tive work planning committee. 

member the Community Services Division 
staff the National War Relief Committee 
attended December meeting the League’s Com- 
mittee Day Care. This representative, Blossom 
Steinert, and Alice Dashiell the League’s staff 
participated recent meeting the Children’s 
Bureau the Department Labor which 
were discussed types services children under 
two years age. 

These experiences are only beginning. The 
League’s constituents, who increasingly are estab- 
lishing practical relations with representatives 
labor, will learn other ways which cooperation 


developed both with the and the 
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Financial Statement the League 
For the Year, 1944 


Audited Byrnes and Baker, Certified Public Accountants 


April, 1945 
1944 
Grant— Russell Sage $8,210.56 
Membership Dues, 28,716.66 
Affiliates and Associates Dues......... 
Contributions, 25,556.50 
Miscellaneous and 342.50 
817.29 
Net Income from 1,610.88 
Reserve Fund 163.78 
$74,746.17 
Wartime Services Program, 12,460.22 
$87,206.39 
1944 
Salaries, $27,540.28 
15,425.55 
Traveling and Maintenance........... 12,814.44 
Telephone and Telegraph............. 1,612.93 
Office Stationery and 626.10 
General 224.46 
Dues Other 320.00 
Social Work Vocational Bureau (for serv- 
members)............. 
225.00 
Library and Case Record 31.50 
Bad Debts Written 112.24 
Printing and Multigraphing........... 
Regional Conference, 665.99 
Wartime Services Program, Expense.... 15,145.49 
$90,951.76 
Total Excess Expenses over Income for 
the year ended December 1944.... 


The foregoing statement presented accord- 
ance with the provisions the By-Laws the 
Child Welfare League America, reflects its 
financial operations for the year 1944, and status 
December 31, 1944. comparison with statements 
for prior years will disclose that 1944 represented 
new high receipts and disbursements, and ex- 
pansion necessary reason our enlarged activi- 
ties. The deficit connection with regular operations 


BALANCE SHEET 
December 31, 1944 


General Fund 
ASSETS 
Other Current 9,171.95 
Total Assets—General $9,966.90 


LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable and Deferred Income. $7,779.59 
Due Reserve 3,566.21 
Total Liabilities and Deferred In- 


Total Liabilities, Deferred Income 
and Deficit—General $9,966.90 
Reserve Fund 
ASSETS 
$256.83 
Investment, Treasury 10,000.00 
Due from General 3,566.21 
Total Assets—Reserve Fund...... $13,823.04 
LIABILITIES 
Assets Transferred from National Asso- 
ciation Day Nurseries $13,650.54 
Net Profit from Sale Reserve Fund 


Total Liabilities—Reserve Fund... $13,823.04 


Frank Treasurer 


has since the close the year been largely made 
through the efforts the Board Directors. 

During the last four years the financial position 
the League has been consistently strengthened— 
likewise services. The Board the League has ap- 
proved budget $85,000 minimum necessary 
carry the work 1945. pledge that the 
funds will invested helping children that all 
may proud have shared the program. 
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Adoption Problems Great Britian 


From discussion the March, 1945 issue Mother and Child,” 
official organ the National Baby Welfare Council, London, England. 


will remembered that 1939 there came 

into force the Adoption Children (Regulation) 
Act, fathered, should say mothered, Miss 
Horsbrugh, Parliamentary Secretary the Ministry 
Health. appreciate the good effects this Act 
one must seek what was behind the minds those 
who drafted it. probably true say that Miss 
Horsbrugh and Parliament intended secure that 
bodies arranging for the adoption children should 
regulated and supervised secure that 
there should malpractice. Has the Act secured 
this? Yes, probably has. Today all adoption socie- 
ties have registered with the county county 
borough. They must not practise for gain and all 
their activities are subject scrutiny. 

“The Act had further intention, namely 
secure that persons who were arranging adoptions 

“The general effect this Section secure that 
persons arranging adoptions shall notify the welfare 
authority for the area which the adopter resides, 
and that the child shall supervised the welfare 
authority pending adoption. Experience has shown 
that practice these notifications are 
Even hospital almoners may not realise how far they 
are involved they help adoptions. 

general quite likely that where regis- 
tered adoption society arranging the adoption 
where third party intervenes and the local author- 
ity notified, arrangements for adoption proceed 
satisfactory lines. The trouble lies the fact that 
probably more than ten twenty per cent 
adoptions are arranged this way... 

what happens the other eighty ninety 
per cent cases where presumably adoption ar- 
ranged between the mother the child and the 
adopting parents? the first place they meet which 
inadvisable and may lead complications some 
future date, for there nothing prevent the 
child’s parents making themselves known the 
child later and seeking bring back them 
the grounds sentiment and blood relationship— 
state affairs which most unfair the adopting 
parents. Furthermore, such cases there super- 
vision the child until application made the 


court for adoption. 
* * * * * 


serious situation may arise when the 
application the court for adoption order 
fused, for often happens that nevertheless the 
child remains the custody the people who 
sire adopt it. such cases, since there 
tion monetary award, there supervision. The 
child not the care its parent, parents, the 
would-be adopters have legal status and there 
nobody who has any right whatsoever visit, advise 
and secure that the interests the child are 
guarded.” 

* * * * * 

(There follows some discussion the need for 
legislation provide for study and supervision 
placements for adoption and the conclusion that:) 

“This not lot ask, for similar provisions 
apply where foster parents intend look after 
child for gain. has been argued that there 
comparison because the “gain” factor not opera- 
tive adoption. But cannot argued that 
parent adopting child adopting for gain, for the 
word gain can have very wide meaning. After all 
the fulfilment the maternal instinct adoption 
fact gain. Even then supervision still justified 
for maternal affection not all that required for 
adoption satisfactory. What about common 
sense, knowledge the upbringing children, 
income and character, and adequate home 
and environmental conditions? 

* * * * * 


seems but little doubt that the regulations 
connection with the adoption children need re- 
vising they are efficient protecting children.” 


Fellowships and Scholarships 


Tue American Association Social Workers has 
issued its new bulletin, Work Fellowships and 
Scholarships During the Year 1945-46.” The bulletin 
includes fellowships, scholarships, assistantships, loan 
funds and work-study plans. Some are available 
the spring and summer 1945; others, later 1945 
and the early part 1946. Other literature describing 
needs, requirements and opportunities social work 
available. Write the Wartime Committee 
Personnel, Box 58, Madison Square Station, New 
York 10, New York. 
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Interpreter’s Column 


The contributors this column are invited guest 
writers who have had experience interpreting various 


aspects social work, and promoting sound public 
relations. 


THE USE RADIO INTERPRETATION 

Like the little girl with the curl right the middle 
her forehead, when radio good, can very, 
very good but when it’s bad, certainly 
horrid! The public knows what considers 
and the majority rule welcomes three special guests 
into the home via radio: 

The neighbor with real news 

The neighbor with joke and laugh 

The neighbor with heart-warming story 


Social work interpreters don’t often qualify under 
numbers one and two. But number three our key 
the average home, and really good one. 

Radio has reasons sensitive public opinion. 
The average family listens radio programs five 
hours day, and one-fourth the public relies 
chiefly upon radio for news. 

Unlike visual media, radio programs cannot filed 
for future reference and must accomplish their pur- 
pose with considerably more force than the written 
word. And this particularly true our social work 
programs. the first place, unlike written media 
which can expanded will (when paper and ink 
are available!), radio limited twenty-four exact- 
ing hours, which only six have really top rating 
for reaching the greatest cross-section the public. 
The public service category, into which our programs 
fall, limited veritable dot this precious time. 
want expand that dot effectively, our first job 
make our programs and our service for those 
programs unusually high calibre. 

stay the side means top dramatic 
programs none all. It’s job for the local 
amateur. Better buy top-notch recordings than take 
time and patience the local level turn out poor 
production and risk losing the station’s listeners. 

Social work interpreters would better culti- 
vate the established local commentators, news broad- 
casters, and commercial programs, than send 
nervous staff board member down the station 
read treatise agency service. have all done 
too much this and wonder that local station 
managers make themselves scarce possible when 
social agency asks for time. And that’s crying 
shame, because there better source for basic 
news, heart-warming human interest and civic in- 
formation than the social service source. 
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More than any other medium, perhaps, radio cuts 
across sectional, age, and educational lines. al- 
most part the average listener’s sub-conscious. 
This places burden upon adequate interpretation 
social work via radio, that the people listening 
must able identify themselves with the program 
both supporters the service and recipients 
it. For this reason, the problems selected 
typical possible most communities, large 
small; they must problems service rather than 
relief; and they must sympathetically portrayed 
that those who identify themselves with the char- 
acters will feel embarrassment. Yet they must 
pertinent and involved enough warrant support 
the social agencies rendering the service. Not small 
order. 

Radio can great deal for social service inter- 
pretation. dramatic presentations can subtly 
break down that bogey image still existing the 
minds many that the social worker stiff-necked 
hide-bound interferer, presenting her human 
being, warmly sympathetic and capable common 
sense well skilled techniques. can spread in- 
formation more widely and understandingly about 
what social work has give that everybody 
benefits. can also prove why social work must 
supported for the same reason. 

Social work interpreters can great deal for 
radio. First all, they can pool information for the 
use local stations “‘station breaks” and 
announcements.” and mean POOL not every 
social agency running the station manager de- 
manding time! That way lies madness and re- 
fusal time. 

With good public relations, social work agencies 
can also established reliable, cheerful, informa- 
tion centers check material, prepared for radio, 
against misinformation. Social work interpretation 
for radio can packaged the way that most 
acceptable the listening public, and when is, the 
listener will still listening when the 
given—and what’s more, the station manager will 
listen again! 

Most social service agencies try tell too much 
about themselves all once. Take piece-meal, 
especially for radio. use exacting medium like 
radio imposes singleness purpose. That purpose 
leave one impression. And that impression, 
boiled down, should make the average listener say, 
“This service really use and sup- 
port Joe Doakes doesn’t care fig for HOW the 
services are accomplished. That’s for and our 
boards directors worry about. only wants 
know what happened whom, and why. 


WALTON 


Associate Director, Public Relations 
Community Chests and Councils, Inc., New York City 
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Application Form Board Children 


revised application form board children will 
available for distribution through the Child Wel- 
fare League office after May 

progress report the committee six from 
child placing agencies the League membership, 
responsible for revising the League’s old application 
form, had appeared the December 1944 Bulletin. 
tentative form was submitted fifteen agencies 
for testing, and final revision took account the 
suggestions received from these agencies. 

want reiterate, previously explained, that 
the application asks for factual data only which will 
serve 
help the agency come the initial decision 
whether applicants meet certain agency require- 
ments, and convey the applicants what the 
agency expects the way such requirements, 
that they can decide they wish continue with 
home study. The actual filling out the form would 
then serve confirmation this mutual decision, 
and should therefore follow application interview 
where questions can 

was generally agreed that the content 
application form should include information which 
will give picture the family and the home the 
time application, and information such refer- 
ences which must used the agency during the 
course the study. was further agreed that the 
application form should make inquiry into mo- 
tives attitudes towards taking foster children 
since this matter which will have explored 
the personal interview during the course the 
study. The question embodying agreements the 
application form was also given consideration. 
was decided that was premature sign agree- 
ment before decision had been arrived 
whether not the home would used. The signing 
agreement should one the last the 
foster home study.* Some agencies, particularly 
statewide agencies, have made practice mailing 
saving device for some applicants may screened 
the basis their failing meet some very clearly 
defined requirements, like age, etc. was suggested 
that shorter form might preferably used this 
point and the more inclusive application form 
used following the first interview. 

The committee further recommends that agencies 
give thought procedures that have been found 


Agreements Used Child Placing Agencies, Colby, 
Child Welfare League America Bulletin, April, 1944. 
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helpful studying foster home. initial inter. 
view with applicants can establish their interest 
being foster parents and can afford them oppor- 
tunity learn how the agency works: what they 
will paid for boarding children, what help they 
will have with problems relating the care the 
placed children, what kind children need care, and 
clarification what means foster parents, 
This interview held preferably the agency office, 
that applicants can get feeling working 
through individuals, but with agency. The appli- 
cation can then given the prospective foster 
parent after the interview, the applicant has de- 
cided and the agency has indications for 
continuing the study the home. 

visit the home made after the family has 
filed the application form, during which members 
the family are met, physical set-up examined, and 
discussion takes place for exchange further 
formation regarding agency and family and for 
further clarification questions regarding the re- 
sponsibility each. 

suggested that there second visit the 
home after references have been followed up, that 
the family and agency may have another opportunity 
discuss whatever may essential the estab- 
lishment relationship which the family can 
become more aware of, and feel free use the help 
the agency giving care the children. The con- 
sideration specific child for placement should 
wait upon decision agency and family arrived 
through this home study. 

The League formerly had for distribution form 
followed during the study foster home. 
was agreed that outline followed literally 
the course such study tends overemphasize the 
need for obtaining information, and obscure the 
process which the agency and applicant develop 
relationship and pattern working together. 
However, the importance getting know the 
family recognized. that end the committee has 
developed outline which may used guide 
the content covered given study, and 
recording summary the foster home study. 
should serve basis for deciding what the foster 
family has offer child, and how the foster parents 
can share responsibility for the well-being the 
child with the agency and with the parents. The 
suggested content should reveal applicants and 
agency whether they can understand child, can 
care for one who not their own, and can meet other 
conditions that are necessary foster family place- 
ment. After home has been studied, written 
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evaluation can serve guide selecting homes 
considered for the placement children. form 
for such evaluation has also been prepared the 
committee. 

addition, Manual for Foster Parents, 
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given the foster parent when home ready for 
use, will soon completed. All these will sent 
League members, affiliates and associates, and will 
available for general distribution upon request. The 
price still determined. 


Foster Child Goes Camp 


Supervisor, Foster Home Bureau the Jewish Child Care Association New York 


camp experience for the foster child is, be- 

vital part his living experience place- 
ment and not just unrelated event that happens 
the summer. Since any child going away from 
home and coming back more than passing inci- 
dent, certainly foster child, this must have 
deep meaning, perhaps reactivation the separa- 
tion experience from his own parents. Because this, 
camp planning for the foster child should 
integral part the case work plan which 
inherent the preparation the child and foster 
mother for camp and the dynamic use this experi- 
ence after the child’s return. 


Selection Children for Camp 

The choice which child camp the 
first step camp planning. This decision condi- 
tioned the worker’s own varied feelings about the 
objective reasoning. What are some general objective 
criteria for use the selection children for camp? 

The child who imaginative, with aesthetic 
interests who can express his creative urges through 
use the camp facilities. 

The child who very interested and adept 
athletics. 

The child for whom limited separation period 
felt advisable because strains due certain type 
behavior that such brief separation can relieve. 

The aggressive, egocentric child whom limita- 
tions can set his own contemporaries. 

The intellectually retarded child who cannot 
compete academic level but who can compete 


athletics, handcraft, nature studies, and can use 
constructively group living experience all its 
implications. 

The infantilized child who can 
helped things for himself group: make 
his cot; clean his take care his own 
clothes (because every one the group doing just 
that) and get satisfaction out doing this. 


obvious that have emphasized the emotional 
and social needs the child and his satisfaction and 
pleasure relation camp experience and have 
omitted deliberately the health needs basis for 
selection. 


The Child’s Feelings about Camp 


This plan for camp experience initiated the 
child, the foster mother, the real parent the 
worker. Though the child may articulate desire 
camp, know that has conflicting feelings 
about this experience—an urge and drawing 
back from going—all which comes crisis close 
the time leaving. Careful preparation the 
child geared his tempo helps him take what 
wants. Perhaps the child’s fear leaving the foster 
home strange place brings back him 
some the painful feelings experienced when 
leaving his own home unknown foster 
home. Such real situation can used productively 
help the child live more comfortably placement 
serves reduce his fear that separation means 
total loss. 


The foster mother her desire help the child 
may recognize only the child’s withdrawal from the 
camp plan. tend act only the child’s wish 
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go, may become torn his feelings and there- 
fore prefer the comfort the status quo. this 
situation the child’s own parent may add complicat- 
ing factors conditioned the parent’s feelings about 
his child’s going camp. Therefore careful prepara- 
tion must include recognizing, with him not only his 
expressed wish but the that draw him 
away from wanting go. 

have not differentiated here between the child 
who goes camp for the first time and the child who 
has had previous camp experience. The first experi- 
ence may have for the child some elements fear 
because different from anything has pre- 
viously experienced. Nothing like home— 
the tents, the cots, the food, the quietness and the 
noises are different. The adults and the children 
may all strangers. Observing some the children 
clinging their belongings the first few hours after 
their arrival camp, helps realize how deeply 
they feel the strangeness the new experience. 
matter how careful and detailed the preparation, this 
experience will naturally still have for the child much 
the unknown. the anxiety can lessened can 
enjoy the thrills, the wonder, and the anticipation 
adventure. 


The Foster Mother’s Role 


The camp plan frequently initiated the 
worker, since the agency really has the authority 
selection and therefore the responsibility for such 
plan. There therefore inherent the risk that the 
foster mother may feel that she not real par- 
ticipant and that therefore she may unable sup- 
port the child the carrying out his real desire 
go. She needs helped feel how vital her 
contribution helping the child take what really 
wants out this situation. foster mother’s total 
acquiescence, total refusal, participate such 
planning should make the worker question, her abil- 
itv share the responsibility the care the child 
with the agency, with the child’s parents, and there- 
fore what the placement may mean the child. This 
experience sharing the responsibility for the child 
with the agency such specific plan can used 
the foster mother not only understand more 
deeply the difference being real parent foster 
parent, but develop appreciation her role. 


foster mother may react this plan many 
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other ways and for many other reasons. the foster 
mother too hurriedly and too easily pushing the child 
towards camp? she pulling him too strongly away 
from camp? can here make constructive use the 
foster mother’s feelings about this situation better 
understanding her and her needs relation her 
foster child. example, the foster mother who sud- 
denly and hurriedly presses for camp plan for the 
child she can vacation may have valid 
reasons for doing this. would seem important here 
recognize the foster mother individual with 
varied interests and responsibilities over and above 
her function foster mother. the worker can 
accept this, then together they can make construc- 
tive plan and still focus the child. 


camp planning used dynamic the case 
work process with the foster mother, can learn 
more, about her and the foster parent may under- 
stand better her real feelings toward her foster child 
and her part the placement situation. need 
conscious how can help the foster mother 
take the opportunity this additional way giving 
her foster child. What the foster mother knows 
about camps general and specifically related 
the needs her foster child, any previous experiences 
with children’s camps which she may have had, 
whether they were pleasant these 
are elements that affect her attitude towards camp. 
Again, lack clarity about why and whom the 
agency sends camp might make the foster mother 
express feelings against such plan. This attitude 
quite obviously confuses the child who has his own 
doubts about camp. The timing, the introduction 
the camp plan, relating some need the 
foster child about which the foster mother herself 
concerned, may make more possible for her in- 
volve herself the extent making this really her 
own plan, that her support can counted upon. 


planning with the foster mother seems ad- 
visable eliminate the health factor camp goal. 
children for whom this activity new 
and brief experience may lose weight. After the camp 
experience the foster mother, calling for her foster 
child, may somewhat surprised find messy, 
bedraggled child who looks though has been 
soaking the bottom muddy brook, instead 
rosy shiny one, she had pictured. She had worked 


hard get him ready for camp and must prepare 
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up” the child and his various bug bites and 
remnants plant poisoning. Despite this, the foster 
mother could feel that this was worth while she 
feels that there was other ways which she 
values, the use the child has made the camp 
experience related the reasons which determined 
sending him camp. This the responsibility the 
case worker. 

have put down what from experience have 
found worth serious consideration planning 
camp experience for foster child. Camp really 
means fun; swimming; tennis; hikes; sort 
living” for limited period new kind environ- 
ment. This different way living has constructive 
value for children who can take and use during 
their brief stay and after their return home. Since 
children need and want the approval the adults 
around them, important that they know the 
foster mother with them their changing feelings 
they sway towards and away from the camp plan. 
The child who reluctant camp because 
fear not returning the foster home, needs 
more than the knowledge that the foster mother un- 
derstands and accepts his feelings about camp. 
might prove helpful such child given 
concrete evidence his return showing him that 
only his clothes” are being packed. All the 
other clothes remain for him the foster home. For 
the foster child, camp planning should closely and 
intimately related the child’s individual placement 
situation contribute the child’s real living 
experience. 


Placement for Adoption Brother and Sister 
(Continued from page 
the same time Phyllis’ positive feeling for her brother 
was stimulated the pleasurable ceremony with 
which she gave birthday gift Reggie. Both chil- 
dren made friends the neighborhood, and Phyllis 
made friends school, apparently quite quickly and 
easily. The foster parents’ enthusiasm about the 
children may have helped pave the way, for 


Phyllis and Reggie were indeed thoroughly accepted 
the community. 


The Cementing the Family 


Some months after the placement, Mrs. Dearborn 
felt free acknowledge what strain the first few 
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weeks had been, especially for her she had the 
responsibility all day. She admitted that Mr. Dear- 
born began having fun with the children once, but 
that until recently she had been too tired enjoy 
them. For awhile she hated take them out any- 
where, not knowing how they would act, but now she 
had confidence them, and they knew it. Now she 
could look back and smile about those difficult early 
weeks when she had been tense and had seemed 
hard. Now she felt was worth the struggle. 


the course the supervision period, the rela- 
tionship Phyllis and Reggie the agency grad- 
ually altered. They were bit fearful when Mrs. 
made her first visit the home, being still aware 
the agency’s awful power give and take away 
families. But Mrs. expressed her pleasure 
their being with the Dearborns and the 
Dearborns themselves made clear the children 
that authority over them was now vested the 
foster family, while the agency retained friendly 
interest them, the children regained their confi- 
dence such that they were even able, 
six months after placement, re-visit the agency, 
Phyllis and Reggie Dearborn, without any sign 
anxiety. 


The Dearborns requested little practical help from 
the agency during the period supervision, and ap- 
parently went ahead with confidence their own 
initiative. However, Mrs. was aware that large 
undertaking was sure produce some strain, and 
visited the family often enough for them find her 
hand when they needed her. Mrs. Dearborn al- 
ways showed eagerness talk over the many little 
incidents that came up, and the worker’s commenda- 
tion appeared mean good deal her. The 
agency’s role the supervision this home proved 
that reassuring, dependable presence, giv- 
ing support our interest and the confidence 
expressed the parents. Thus the agency enabled 
the Dearborns, turn, give out more and more 
Phyllis and Reggie the same confidence and the same 
assurance, which made for their progress and se- 
curity. 

The conclusion year supervision saw Phyllis, 
Reggie and the Dearborns truly cemented into 
family, ready bid the agency comfortable fare- 


well and proceed happily into their future life 
together. 
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BOOK NOTE 
Tue TREATMENT ADOLESCENT GIRLS INsTITUTION, 

Leontine Young, Pamphlet, Child Welfare League Amer- 

ica, 1945. cents. 

her report the work Wallkill Cottage, 
Leontine Young has contributed material which 
should great value the many agencies 
throughout the United States which are contemplat- 
ing have undertaken cottages for 
adolescent girls. She describes well the advantages 
such set and the procedures she outlines accord, 
the whole, with what has come known 
good case work practice. 

significant that the program apparently 
limited itself primarily girls for the report 
refers frequently the fact that they were 
conflict with themselves,” and the criteria used for 
determining admission implies that they were not 
seriously maladjusted. regrettable that Miss 
Young attempts generalize from this specific group 
concepts which are applicable all delinquents, 
particularly the children presenting character dis- 
orders the impulse ridden type. The danger that 
agencies will attempt similar flexible functioning with 
this latter group who probably cannot handled 
without more controls, more intensive therapy, 
both. substitute for foster home care the girls’ 
club answers real need. From the standpoint 
dynamic therapy, group life permitting exposure 
children both older and younger, and actual sharing 
work and play experience with members the 
opposite sex infinitely more vital. 

The writer points out well the advantages the 
rural setting well some its limitations. Had 
these girls been able take their place the com- 
munity connection with school attendance work 
assignment, well the recreational level, far 
better gauge their stability their ability 
survive the world could have been obtained. The 
administration similar cottage located city 
involves stronger initial controls, with however, 
wider range flexibility the girl able assume 
outside responsibility. The writer points out that few 
these girls are actually ready for foster home place- 
ment after period residence the institution, and 
wishes for them second form institutional place- 
ment city situation. Since few cities can create 
not those undertaking new programs should locate 
the country city location easily accessible 
schools, employment and commercial recreation. 

point well made the report the obvious ad- 
vantage one case worker working with the child 
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throughout the entire period residence and able 
follow the post-institutional plan. However, for 
the case worker also have the institutional 
administrator and enter actively into group con- 
trols diminishes tremendously the opportunities for 
therapeutic case work per se, which requires some- 
what more detached relationship the living 
tion. regrettable that the article does not include 
some discussion the case work process 
the child’s relationship his own people. 
create new family group with new set values 
and experiences all very well, but basically the 
child has come some sort terms with his 
people. Also one does not get very clear 
picture the division responsibility between the 
casework and groupwork function, carried out 
this set-up and probably nothing but more detailed 
casework stories could make that point. 

From purely literary standpoint, the writer seems 
labor the point understanding and relationship 
and from scientific standpoint shows some lack 
differentiation its utilization. get transfer- 
ence, particularly from the neurotic, one thing, but 
know how use wisely another. Many will 
differ with some the techniques described Miss 
Young, including myself, but therapy partially 
art and there should room for some personal 
expression. 

These commentaries are meant such, rather 
than criticisms. Miss Young has done excellent 
piece work analyzing the potential contribution 
small institution for adolescent girls. careful 
study the article recommended all people 
the institutional field well those working with 
adolescents. 


Ryther Child Center, Seattle, Washington 


Essentials Adoption Law and 
Procedures 


mimeographed pamphlet issued the 
United States Children’s Bureau, December, 1944, 
with recommendations legislative protection for 
the child, the natural parents and the adopting 
parents. These safeguards are now covered legisla- 
tion effective only ten states. 


New League Member 


700 Lafayette Street 
New Orleans Louisiana 
Miss Lillie Nairne, Director 
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